
Engineering company Hlakani Engineering 
will deliver the last of the 164 custom- 
made burners to State-owned power 

utilit y Eskom’s Camden power station, in 
Mpumalanga, in the second half of this year.

Having been awarded the contract in 2013, 
Hlakani had delivered 120 of the 164 burners 
to Eskom by December last year.

“The new burners will use low nitrogen oxide 
(low NOx) technology that improves the safety 
of the plant and provides cleaner flue gas emis-
sions. The older pulverised fuel burners had spots 
where the fuel accumulates, eventually causing 
the burner to overheat and potentially causing 
explosions that put workers at risk,” says Hlakani 
director Gerhard Holtshauzen.

Low NOx burners are new to South Africa  
and Eskom has started using the burners  
to reduce emissions from its Camden power  
station, Hlakani director Hermann Bruemmer 
adds.

He points out that the new burner design 
required Hlakani to change the way it oper-
ates, as it had to hire several new employees and  
move to new premises that would allow for  
the company to meet ISO 90 01:20 08 and  
ISO 3834 qualifications required to build the 
burners.

The company started with only four employ-
ees in 2011, but an additional 71 staff members 
had been appointed by the end of last year, many 
of whom are fully qualified boilermakers and 
welders, Holtshauzen points out.

He further explains that staff are hired based 
on their potential: “Some of our top welders 
and boilermakers started as sweepers around 
the shop. They used their lunch breaks to  
practice welding under the guidance of other 
qualified welders.”

Hlakani encourages the appointment of  
people wanting to qualif y for training and 
thereby realise their potential through oppor-
tunities to advance in the company.

Meanwhile, Bruemmer explains that the  
contract for the 164 burners prompted the  
company to not only seek the appropriate  
ISO certif ications but also acquire larger  
equipment for other possible future fabrica-
tion jobs.

Subsequently, the company has started  
supply i ng spa re pa r ts for bu r ners to the  
Lethabo, Duvha and Kendal power stations, 
he points out.

Hlakani w ill bid for contracts to supply  
burners and do burner maintenance for other 
power stations, such as the Tutuka power  

station. Severa l power stations m ig ht be 
upg ra ded w it h t he new t ech nolog y a nd  
Hlakani is very much interested and set up in 
anticipation of these projects, Holtshauzen 
concludes.
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CUSTOM BURNERS
Hlakani has manufactured custom-sized burners for Eskom

To watch a video in which Hlakani 
directors Hermann Bruemmer and 
Gerhard Holtshauzen explain the  
future of burner manufacturing for 
State-owned power utility Eskom, 
scan the barcode with your phone’s 
QR reader, or go to ‘Video Reports’  
on www.engineeringnews.co.za.
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